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It is therefore ordered that through the United States Shipping Board 
there be taken over to the United States the possession and title of the 
aforementioned vessels. The United States Shipping Board is further 
hereby authorized to repair, equip and man the said vessels; to operate, 
lease or charter the same in any service of the United States, or in any 
commerce, foreign or coastwise; and to do and perform any and all 
things that may be necessary to accomplish the purposes of the Joint 
Resolution above set forth. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
The White House, 
80 June, 1917. 



PROCLAMATION RELATING TO AGENCIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF GERMAN 
INSURANCE COMPANIES 

No. 1366, April 6, 1917 

Whereas, certain insurance companies, incorporated under the laws 
of the German Empire, have been admitted to transact the business of 
insurance in various States of the United States, by means of separate 
United States Branches established pursuant to the laws of such States, 
and are now engaged in business under the supervision of the Insurance 
Departments thereof, with assets in the United States deposited with 
Insurance Departments or in the hands of resident trustees, citizens of 
the United States, for the protection of all policyholders in the United 
States; 

And whereas, the interests of the citizens of the United States in the 
protection afforded by such insurance are of great magnitude, so that 
it is deemed to be important that the agencies of such companies in the 
United States be permitted to continue in business; 

Now, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the powers vested in me as such, hereby declare 
and proclaim that such branch establishments of German Insurance 
Companies now engaged in the transaction of business in the United 
States pursuant to the laws of the several States are hereby authorized 
and permitted to continue the transaction of their business in accordance 
with the laws of such States in the same manner and to the same extent 
as though a state of war did not now exist; provided, however, that 
all funds of such establishments now in the possession of their managers 



202 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

or agents, or which shall hereafter come into their possession, shall 
be subject to such rules and regulations concerning the payment and 
disposition thereof as shall be prescribed by the insurance supervising 
officials of the State in which the principal office of such establishment 
in the United States is located, but in no event shall any funds belonging 
to or held for the benefit of such companies be transmitted outside of 
the United States nor be used as the basis for the establishment directly 
or indirectly of any credit within or outside of the United States to or 
for the benefit or use of the enemy or any of his allies without the per- 
mission of this Government. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this sixth day of April in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, 
[seal] and of the Independence of the United States the one 
hundred and forty-first. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
By the President: 
Robert Lansing 

Secretary of State. 



PROCLAMATION PROHIBITING MARINE AND WAR RISK INSURANCE BY 

GERMAN COMPANIES 

No. 1886, July IS, 1917 

Whereas, certain insurance companies, incorporated under the laws 
of the German Empire, have been admitted to transact the business of 
marine and war risk insurance in various States of the United States, 
by means of separate United States Branches established pursuant to 
the laws of such States, and are now engaged in such business under the 
supervision of the Insurance Departments thereof, with assets in the 
United States deposited with Insurance Departments or in the hands of 
resident trustees, citizens of the United States, for the protection of all 
policy-holders in the United States; 

And whereas, the nature of marine and war risk insurance is such that 
those conducting it must of necessity be in touch with the movements 
of ships and cargoes, and it has been considered by the Government of 



